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Welcome to Junior High School!  As the Language Arts teacher, I am very excited to share some new 
ideas with the students and give them a fresh outlook on Language Arts and Literature.  My ultimate goal 
is to expand their knowledge of the English language and to help them gain an appreciation for reading.  

Sixth Grade Language Arts and Literature: 
 The Language Arts portion of class will be comprised of writing, grammar and 
vocabulary.  Throughout the year, there will be a number of writing assignments.  Among these 
will be creative writing, research writing, and essays.  All writing will be assessed using the 6 + 1 
Writing Traits.  Grammar will include understanding the different types of sentences, correct use 
of punctuation and the correct use of all parts of speech. Vocabulary is used for not only the 
expansion of word choices, but also the development of strong study skills/test preparation.   
 The Literature portion of this class will include the study of the different genres of 
literature: fiction, nonfiction, short stories, and poetry. Our novels will focus on mystery 
literature and “coming of age” literature. Some texts that will be covered are The Westing Game 
and Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, as well as some Holocaust literature.  

Seventh Grade Language Arts and Literature: 
 The Language Arts portion of class will be comprised of writing, grammar and 
vocabulary.  Throughout the year, there will be a number of writing assignments.  Among these 
will be creative writing, the History Day research paper, some poetry writing and essays.  All 
writing will be assessed using the 6 + 1 Writing Traits.  Grammar will include understanding the 
different types of sentences, diagramming, punctuation and the correct use of all parts of speech. 
Vocabulary is used for not only the expansion of word choices, but also the development of 
strong study skills/test preparation.   
 The Literature portion of this class will include readings the study of the different genres 
of literature: fiction, nonfiction, short stories, drama, and poetry. Finally, we will be reading 
several novels as a class. Some texts that will be covered are The Giver, And Then There Were 
None and Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. The short stories and poetry of Edgar Allan Poe will 
also be studied.  

Eighth Grade Language Arts and Literature: 
 The Language Arts portion of this class will be comprised of writing, grammar and 
vocabulary. The 8th grade year is a continuation of 7th grade year, and the final concepts of 
grammar and writing structure are taught during this time. Throughout the year, there will be a 
number of writing assignments.  Among these will be responses to literature, poetry, creative 
writing, and several in-class timed writings.  All writing will be assessed using the 6 + 1 Writing 
Traits.  Grammar will include the types of sentences, diagramming, complex sentences, 
punctuation and usage. Vocabulary is used for both the expansion of word choices and the 
mastery of study skills and test preparation.  The Literature portion of this class will include 
novels and excerpts from outside texts.  Some of the texts that will be covered are The Glory 
Field, Lord of the Flies, The Boy in the Striped Pajamas (along with other Holocaust Literature) 
and To Kill a Mockingbird. The short stories and poetry of Edgar Allan Poe will also be studied. 
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Homework and Classwork: 
 Homework assignments and classwork exercises will make up 30% of the grade.  Any 
homework assignment that is turned in late will automatically receive a 20% deduction (excused 
absences excepted.)  Assignments turned in after the second day late will be recorded as a ZERO.  
It is advised that students complete all homework and classwork assignments on time.  One 
missed assignment may significantly affect the overall average of a student.  Most homework 
and classwork assignments can be corrected to a maximum of 85%. Corrections are due the day 
after the assignment is graded. All homework, classwork and corrections must be turned in 
by 8:00 am regardless of class time for that day.  

Quizzes: 
 Quizzes will make up 30% of the grade.  They may or may not be announced ahead of 
time, so it is the student’s responsibility to keep current with all notes and information given in 
class.   

Tests and Writing Assignments: 
 Tests and writing assignments will make up 40 % of the grade.  There will be a review 
before each test, and the writing assignments will be worked on in class so that I am available for 
immediate consult.  

**CHEATING is not acceptable.  If a student is copying, or allowing his or her information to be 
copied, both students will receive the same grade:  ZERO.  Students may assist each other with 
homework by explaining the assignment or how to do something.  There are no exceptions to 
this rule. 
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